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STATEMENT

March 20, 2020
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

"The May Pen Hospital (MPH) wishes torefute statementsby a ‘concerned
staff member’, which was published in the Jamaica Olbserver Editorial on
Thursday, March 19, 2020.

The person asserted that the personal protective equipment (PPEs)
provided tostaff are not the ones required to tackle the coronavirus.
According totherecommendation from the World Health Organization
(WHO), the PPEs supplied tostaff members are those recommended by
the WHO totackle the coronavirus. Hazmat suits are being worn but thisis
not what is recognized as the optimum for the management of the virus.

While the location of the hospital’s designated isolation unit does not
meet theideal conditions, as it was not built for that purpose, the staff has
been working to optimize the space. In fact, based on the surge in
patients experienced in countries such as Italy, every space is being
utilized to combat this pandemic.

Regarding the scheduling of staff members, thiswas developed after
much effort, given the fear of some staff members. However, the MPH has
a cohort of doctors and nurses, who have extended themselves towork
for their community and country, for which we applaud them.

It should be noted that staff members have undergone several training
sessions in the use of PPE's and about the coronavirus. These trainings
have not only been for medical personnel, but for all categories of staff.

The Ministry of Health and Wellness has taken the necessary stepsto
provide the facilities across the country with additionalresources to
manage and respond to the coronavirus.

We encourage staff members at thistime toremain calm and use the
appropriate channels to share their concerns, as we work together during
this difficult period, for Jamaica and the globe.”
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For more information contact:
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Public Relations Officer
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